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{yy TotheReadetgreeting, 


WT range(perchance) may it ſeeme to 
ſame (curtcons Reader) that ame 
man ſhould employ hus time, and 
N beſtow his labor in ſetting ont ſuch 
MW bo akes, whereby men may learne to 
9 play . whenindeede mait men are 
> giuenrather toplay, than to ſtudie 
which were true, if it were for the teaching of 
Games vnlawfull, as dice-play,or cop ging, or falſhood: in 
card-play, or ſuch like. But foraſmuch as this Game or 
kingly paitime, 4s not onely void of craft;fraud,and guile, 
ſwearing, flaring jmpatience,fretting and falling out ,but 
alſo breedeth in the players, a certaine ſtudy, wit, pollicie, 
forecaFt and memorie, not ovely in the playthereof , but 
alſo in ations of publike gonernement , bath in peace and 
warre : wherein both $4 ya at home, an1Captaines 
abroade may picke out of theſe woddenpeeces ſome pretty 
pollicy , both how to gouerne their ſubietFs in peace , and 
hawe to arid 7 linely menin the field in warre : 
far this Game hath the ſumilitude of a ranged battell, as 
by placing the men, and ſetting them forchin the march, 
may very eaſily appeare .. The King ſtandeth in the field 
in the middeit of his Army , andhath his © ueene next 
wnto him and his nobilitie about him, with his ſouldiers to 
defend him in the forefront of the battell, Sith therefore 
this Game us pleaſant toall, profitable tomoſt , hurtful 
to none , I pray thee (gentle Reader ) take this my La- 
bour in g00d part, and thiu ſhalt animate me hereafter ts 
#he ſetting farth of deeper matters. Farewell. 


Thy friend G.. B. 
A 2 


i T he Cheſie-play. 40 
PS He firſt principle is ro know the - 


Q Fg wit,the names,the num 
er,and the ſeate ofeuery one. As 


men,w herot the King is the higheſt, andthe Queene 
(which ſome name Amazon) is the next, both twoo 
crowned , The Biſhops ſome name Alphins, ſome 
Fooles, ſome Archers, being placed nexttorhe Kin 
and the Queene. The Knights ſome call horſemen, 
and they are men on horſcbacke, The Rookes ſome 
call Elephants , carrying Towers ypon their backes, 
and men within the towers. The Pawnes ſome doe 
call foocemen, and they are ſouldiours on foote, 
carrying (ome of them) pikes , and otherſome har- 
quebuſhes, otherſome balberdes, and otherſome the 
tauelineor target. OurEngliſh Cheflemen are com- 
monly made nothing like ro theſe foreſaide faſhions: 
ro wit, the King is made the higheſt orlongeſt : the 
Queen is longeſt next voro him, The Biſhop is made 
with a ſharp top , and clouen itrthe mids, notmuch 
vnlike roa Biſhops Miter , The Knight bath histop 
cut aflope, as though he were dubbed Knight, The 
Rooke 1s made likeſt tothe King and Queeke, bur 
that he is not{o long. The Pawnes be made the ſma- 
leſt and leaſt of all, and-chereby they may beſt be kno- 
wen. This have I added hereunto (good Reader) for 
the better vndcrſtanding and knowing of the ſaide 
Cheſle men. | | | 

I 


Cbefſs Ply. 
I will not therfore now figurate them, but onlyin 
ſpeaking of euery place particularl I will name them 
according to the moſt frequent phraſejn the Engliſh 
rongue : To wit, the King ( being'thehead ofrhe 
play) I will name King. The Queene (being the 
eſt peece in the Game) I will name Queene. The 
Biſhoppes nexr vnto the King 'and Queene ; I will 
name Biſhops. The'Knighrs being next ynto the BY 
ſhops I will name _—_ » The Rookes being ffext 
ynto the Knights,and ſtanding in the two corners, I 
will call Rookes., The Pawnes'(ſtandiog inarowe 


before thenvall) Twill call. Pawnes, © *. - 
| Of the Rooke or Tore. wake 


- The Tower is named among the Spanjardes; Por: 
ringales; and Italians, Recho, which is as much tofay 
in their language as a fortreſſe, becauſe it isa Ereaty - 
holding tothe game... Alſothe Towers areſctin bh 
vitermoſtends ofthe Cheſle boord;;/' as a ſtrongram- 
pire inthe front; 'T heir office is not ro remooue; dive 
in neceſsitic, and moſt chiefly forthe ſuccour of their 
King. 1 

: Of the K yight or. Horſman, | 

The Horſeman is alſo named, as repreſenting a 
man of Armes, which fighteth on horſebacke,and his 
ſeate is next vnto the Tower, from whence hee muſt. 
come into battell, and place himſelfe where heemay- 
moſt offend, for there isno peece inthe Cheſſe boord 
that more readily may do hurt then he;/becaule ofhis 
marchiog forch, which is made from threeintorhree 

A.3 places: 


TheBookeof 


places : to wit, from whiteto blacke, and from blacke 
into white, and ceaſeth not to make his aſſault or his 
Icapc, although he be inuixoned ; prouided that hee 
haue roome to place himlelfc in. 


Of the Biſhop or Archer. 

In ancient time,the Frenchmen named him Foole, 
which ſcemerth rome an yoproper name, The Spa- 
niards named him Prince with ſomereaſon : for (as 
Prince of the blood) hee is nearer vnto the King and 
the Queene then any other of the Cheſſe men, And 
ſome name him Archer, becauſe his draughts drawe 
alwayes afidc,and neuer forth-right : as itis rhe office 
ofa good Archer or harquebuſier in warre,which ne- 
uer planteth himſclfc right againſt his enemiec, butin 
Skirmiſhingor inplain fight, make ſembliceto ſhoot 
at one, and hit another,not remaining long-in place. 

| of the King. | 

The King is the hcad of the conduR, according to 
the Spaniards, he hath liberty to allault three roomes 
orſteppes,as he liſteth:yea he may make the aſſault of 
the Knight, ſo that he haucnotthe way, but it muſt 
bethen,whileſt he is yet in his lodging,and that he is 
not remooued, otherwiſe hee can make no more but 
oneſtep. Although in 1taly the King (ifhe haue the 
way open) may run al rhe length of Þe Chefleboord, 


or may remooue aPawneto ſet bimſelfc in his place. 
Andin Fraxce, they caulc him to make two ſteppes 
along his front: prouided, that there be.no peeces be- 
rweene him and the Rooke, and ſetrhe Rooke inthe 
place of the King, Behold here his matching and his 
liberty, pranided;thar he hauc had no checke. And to 


lay 


fay the trucih, the King was played no otherwiſe in 
the antient time, but after the maner of the French- 


men : ycathe moſt parr of the Spaniardes and Portin- 
gales(who are counted the beſt players)did play ir ſo, 


Of the Queene or Amazon. 

Some name her Queene,otherſome Lady,and it is 
che beſt pe:ce in the Cheſle boord. hir lodging is nexr 
vnto the Kings, & hath as great a traineas the King. 
Briefly, ſhe repreſcnteth a Kings Licutenant in an ar- 
my: ſhe doth(whea ſhe will)rhe office ofthe Rooks, 
andalſo ofthe Biſhops. And becauſe the firſt wo- y% 
men that y{cd to goto the warres were the Amazonr,. @ þ I » 
therefore ſome nameher Amazon white,and Amazon Y« 4% 
blacke, But aboueall, the players ought to keepe her 
wal,becauſe that the game is ſeldome wonne,, after ' CLE 
that ſhe is once loſt, | ms OS 


Of the Pawneor footeman. > 
The footman is the rapier and therarget,asit were / 6 © © 
of the grear Cheſſe men, and the Kings eſpecially for We. 
this cauſe,that when he can proccede 4 well in warte ( 4 2 ® 
as to arriuc at the laſt ranke of his enemies, heischo- », , NP} 
ſen and made the beſt peecevt the plays to wit,hee is _ £2 
rhe Queene , Andifinmaking himfelfe Queene,he 5 
can give check, he is ſomuch the moreto beeſteems | 0 @ 7 © 
ed, ſhe marching foorth ofthe Pawne, for thefirſt / Yo 
time is to make two ſteppes, it he will, or onoonely,if * — — 
he liſt, marching al wayes right before him,and nora- 2 |) S 
ſide. And the beſt Pawnes are.next vnto the King. 
Therefore when checke is giuen to the King, the 
Pawne cannot palle the barres of his way, for to ſuc. 
cour 
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cour him : that is, if checke be giuento the King, the 
Pawnecannot march a{ide, be 1r on thelefr, or on the 
right, for to couct his King : for his way is beſcton 
both lides, and cannot gobur right forth,and alwaies 
ſtep by ſtep : prouided,that his way be not ſopped. Ir 
1s true, that 1n-taking he marcheth awry one onely 


ſtep, ofywhat {ide ſoeucr it be, and can not take that 
which 1s right againſt him, Ir ſhall be alſo beſt tor 


' the Pawne,, not to aduaunce himſelfe much within 


the campe of his cacmy. 


* TheChecker or Cheſſe boarde , whereon are placed 
the peeces, euery one in his order. 
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Jy 
Beholde here the farme of the Cc or © HM 
boorde, 2ndhow the'Chelſemen 
in cuery houſe whereof theteareima 4 non ar 
foure:to wit,thirty two on either lide or rh, wher- 
of the eight yppermore oppotires 
he arc full of principallipeeces on i: Tho 
other cighr.alſo-nexetherron both ſides; . are-full of 


Pawns. Sochavrherearethirty two peeces;1 which 
isrorach phy peighugtcar 


ones and on form Theroomes 
chenvareſer;] will nameſeates >the ocheriwh Þ x 
empty , I will name places: orhiouſes; /Thorowetbe 
which (2s vell-ſcares asplaces) tia 
and ſwatl docrunnein'rheir otder,: 
wardzto gine chemarerothecontary Ki 
cell you; why there be ſo many houſes,and d why | 
ther tnorenorleſle, irpafſerh my 1ntelligeriee L 
thinke there will be fouadno athareloludom; bat 
chewil of him Og > hom the beſt Hi- 
ſtoriensrecord to be Exerſes er'; other- 
wiſecalled A Ws at r 8 
bad mancrsof Ewiltheredach K.,: _— -yponY 
fedcthisgame;Somefay,theinuttcrs thierof, ware ted 
brethren Libius and Terrbenws 5; who being alfliQen 
with great hungerand famine, did.intcot thisplay, = 
tothe end; that iu ie,chey mightimploy theis 
SO vehemently; chey-might rag moreca- 
y paſſe over theatflition.of AS ',” But'whoſoe+ 
uct it-was, no doubt the-inuention: and wittineſle 
thereofis greatly tobecommendedand followed, 
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Certaine generallyules chiefly ta be of ed 
#nthe Cheſſe play. 


Firſt, you muſt olay nocaft or draught in vaiae, i 
it be not ypon-great neceſsitie. 

Secondly, You muſt normakea faule, 

Thirdly, You muſt not be too haſtic 10 play, . _ . 

Fourthly, If:you hauc-a good draught ro wake, 
looke if you haucnota better. 

Fiftly, If you hauc aduantage, you may dd make 
a change,and yer notlooſeit.- 

Sixtly, If you baucaduantage, wherewith. you 
may win the game, take heede that you ſpoile net 
your garne, nor to abandon your King to win onclic 
a Pawne, 

Seuenthly, the principall thing is, to ſet your king 
in a ſure place, when he matcherh forth, . 

Eightly, The ewo Pawnes which be 00 that fide 
where the King is tranſported, muſt not be remoued 
but in great neceſsitie: tor that, oftentimes the game 


| isloſt by remoouing the Rookes Pawne or Knights 


Pawne-oone route, becauſe thatthere the contratic 
King finderh the way. ofthemate, ' | 
Niathly, Then you muſt goe abroad with your 
peeces,and not keep them inclaſed athome, | 

Laſtly , itis good,/ that the twao Pawnes of the 
King and the Queene, bevponthcir taurth-houfes, 
and alſo thoſe of rhe Biſhops, 

Itisro benoted for the well vnderſtanding ofthe 
marching forth ofche Cheſſe men , that the Cheſle- 


boord ought ro be ſerin ſuch ſort, that the Rooke on 
the 


 Cheſſe Play. 
the right ſide bee ſerte 1n.a white place, and take the 
Chefle mien which you will white or blacke. Further 
you muſt knowe the names of the peeces and of the 
laces * for the Chelie menthatareon the kings fide, 
enamed the Kings Cheſle men, and likewiſe the 
kings houſes vato the middeſt ofthe Chefle boorde. 
And frotn thence forward atethe contrary kings hon 
ſes/ As fot example - The Pawne which is beforerhy 
king, is in the ſecond houſeot thy king © Arid if thou 
remoue him one ſtep, he ſhall bein the third, or ifhe 
_ gofurrhetin the fourth houſe of the king : - Bur af- 
terwardes and if he doegocfurther yet; hee ſhall be 
in the fourth” houſe of rhe King of the contrarie 
parte: Andſoof all the orher Cheſse men on that 
fide; The otherſide is that ofthe Queene, as well in 
Chefse men, as in houſes, therefore for this taufers-it 
needefulFto haue before you a Chefse boorde with 
the Cheſse men , for to fee with your eyes the Arte 
which briefly ſhall be declared in this Treatiſe. And 
ſo, aftet preſuppoſing the game, you may beginne af- 
ter two fortes to play itas foloweth, 


 Thefirſt manerof playing, 

The firſt manner is to beginne with the Kings 
Pawne* andthe ſecond is to begin with the Queens = 
Pawne. The firſt (according to myiudgement) is 
the beſt: rhatis ro wit, tobeginne with the Kings 
- Pawne as farre as he may goe. Andif the contrarie 
party play the kings Pawneas farre as hemay, thou 
ſhalt play thy Kingsknightrothree boules, Jets the 
kings biſhop. And ifhe play his kings knight to three 
houſes from the kings biſhop thou ſhalt rake "_ 

0D may 
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7 heBooke of 

thy knighthis kings pawne , and if hee takealſorby 
pawne with hisknight;-play thy Qugenebeforethy 
F119. 53921 1o 23mrn 977 own Slotrt 1977 

| Ang it heretireh1s knight jnto-theubird houſe of 
hiskings biſhop, thou-ſbalr giue him check with thy 
Queeac, in turning heraway-trom thy knight, the 
which thou ſhalt remooue into thethirdhouleof his 
Queenes biſhop, And then ner cant not play fowell, 
butthar he ſhall looſe his Queene--- -,! - 4+ /11 55 nhn 
- And ifhee remoouenot his knight,,, bur play his, 
Quecne before/his king, thow ſhalt cake his knight 
with thy Queenc:: then hee will-play his Queenes 
pawne ove roume againſt thy knight; roche endthas 
if thou remooue it fromthence;- hee may take thy. 
Queene. Therefore thou ſhalc play thy; Queenes 
Pawneas farreas he may go,and if he play the pawne 
of his kings biſhoppe one ſteppe, thow-ſhalt play the 
pawne ofrhy, kings biſhop as tarreas he may go, and 
if he take thy knjght with his Queenes pawne, thou 
ſbalttake his pawne, with that of thine,and if he play 
his other knight roche ſecond houle of .b1s Queene, 
thou ſhalt remoove thine to the third houſe of thy 


Queenes biſhop, by thatmeanesrhy Qucene ſhal re- 
maine (afe. | n 


Andifrhepawne-ot his kings, bilkop do take thy 
pawae,thou ſhalt play thy knight roche fourth place 
of his.queenegto take her, but4t ke ſer her jn herthicd 


houſe, then ſaaltthou take his-pavne with thine. 


,  Andithetakethy, pawne with his knight, thou 
ſhalt {er thy queens biſhop in the fourth-hauſe ofzhy; 
kipgs biſbop, and ſoo force heſhallloſe-his knights 
bur it he take not:thy payne with his knight, hec.is 
| ; VUke 


\C | 

likerolceſe his bwne. 1 2d oo i nn 

: Tfin ſeed ofraking.thy:pawne with his knighthe 
rake it with his queen, thou ſhalr take this with thine, 
which aftcr [hall bee'taken; withthis knight: , This 
done thouſbalrgiue himchceke with thy knight,in 
taking the pawne of his queenes biſhop, and he ſhall 
be forced to looſe his queenes Tpoke. F | 
» And if heertake-notthy pawne, but (to:fauc his, 
queene) placeth-her intheebird houſe of hisqurenes 
bithop;thou ſhalt play «byKkings biſbop,rothe fourth 
houſe of his queenes knight fartotake her, and ifin- 
ſteede of taking her, ſhe take thy biſhop , thou ſhalt 
giue him check with thy knight in taking the pawne 
of his queens bilhop;chendhalech outake his queene, 
for the gaine is much greaterthan ofthe rooke,! 
And :tfiaftcede of placing his queene iathethird. 
bouſc of bis biſhop, heplace hcrinthe fourth, thou 
ſhale4er thy queens biſhop in the thicd roome of thy 
King forto.take her: :-. | Ur lies | 

-: And ifbeegiuethechecke with his queene in the 
fourth houſe-of histooke, thou ſhalrcoueritwith 
thy: biſhop , -by which meanes heecandoe nomore 
bur-rcmooue her into thethirdhonſeof his biſhop, 
* andthouſbalcplay the pawneofrthy queenes knighr, 
as fatre as he may goc,forto take his.queene, then he 
ſhallbe forced to ſer his queene-in/the third houſe of 
his-biſbop, and. thou ſhalt play thy kings biſhop into 
thefourth houſe of bis Knight , tortake his Queene,y 
and if ſhe take it, thou haſt thy inſtruM0n in the laſt 
Article betore:Then can he notplay irwell, forifir 
be cometo pillage or ſpoile of queenes , ' thou! ſhalt 


haizeRtill the aduaatage of the checke'of thy Knigh 
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T he'Bboke bf 
for to take his rooke. So ſhall hebe weaker both. in 
ſmall and great peeces,” as ſhall be declared in the Ar- 
ticle followiog« -: 1151 1017 9506 2hel 012744 11 9255 

And ifhee ct his queeneinthethird houſe of his 
King, thou ſhalr yer pu him checke' with rtby 
Knight, according to the laſt inſtruftion. Burithe 
ſ:t her1n the third place of his Kings Knighttwhich 
is the beſt that hee coulde play) yee ſhall ſpoile roge- 
ther your Queenes,, then ſhale thougiue the cheeke 
with thy Knight, in taking the pawne of his queens 
biſhop, totake his rooke, Faidp 


VT 


T he ſecond maner of playing it: 


The ſecond manner of play , isto beginnewith 
the Queenes pawne. . If therefore thou beginne, 
thou ſhalt remooue thy Queenes pawne,” at tatreas 
he may goe , andif hee play his as fatreas hee may, 
thou ſhalt play the pawne of thy queenes biſhopas 
farrc as he may goe : and ifherake it,play thy Ki 
pawneas farte as hee may got: hethen wiltplay the 
pawne of his queenes Knight, as farre as hee mayto 
{auc his other pawne, and thou ſhaltplay the pawne 
of thy Queenes Rooke two ſteppes : andit he take ir 
with his pawne, thou ſhalt take his other pawne 
with m Gag biſhop , _ muſt hee of forcerake 
that Knights pawne,in playing thy Queenes knighr 
into the Nird houſe of Clianin that fide: y. 
thou ſhalt hauc three peeces all prepared to his de- 
ſteuQion, | 

But if he take nor thy rookes Pane, but play the 
Pawne 


bo = 
= l - % 4 a. 
. o 


_  biſhopand withrhy 


Pawne of his Queenes biſhop, thou ſhale take his 
pawne with that of thy rooke, and he will take thine 
with that of his biſhop. Then play the Pawneof thy 
Queenes knight, and if hee take it, thou ſhalt take 
with thy kings biſhop his knights Pawne, and ſhalc 
lay chocke, which hee will couorwith his-queencs 
ou ſhalt take his other 
Pawne, Andithe take thy biſtop with his, .thou 
key ms, y quecoe!, go 4 Res 
ifhe couer iv wich hig queone, it willbeno gr 
daunger to ſpoile themborhrogether, decealeriad 
pawnoofhisqueenes rooke, being without compa. 
ny; ſhal levſe hiantellet force;Ifthow prepare chichet 


» MEETS. 


thy Knizhtor $63 HE $141911379070 :; 
Bur Fei oy btn ads notthine, bur play 
his queenes Knight to the third houſe of his biſhop, 
£0 take thy queens pawne, thou-ſhaltplay thy queens 
biſhop tothe third houſe of the King: and if hee play 
his queenes Rooke in the ſcate of rhe Knight, then 
remooue thy queene'( out of the diſcouerie) to the 
fourth houle of thy queenes Rooke, and if he ſer his 
Queene in the third houſe of his Knight, thou ſhalt 
remooue thy Queenes Knight totherhird houſe of 
the biſhop. 
This done, thy _—_ ſhall kill his Knight; and 
his Queene ſhall putto death thy Biſhop , then thy 
Queene ſhall take his Rookes pawne who will ſer 
himſelfe out of the way for feare of feeling the heauy 
ſtrokes ofthy queene, And in ſo doing ſuffereth his 
King to fall into checke, and yet for ſome other cos 
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and got the maid with childe, VOSS 201 oBCT OL» 
Andtorcquite ſuch curteſies7 |! © 020% 117 4 1 
ſhewd y ſo kinde a Danes 7- qv 9A; 5 De | 
To drvcamay th timid MG, we” TE 
he tau t her ficſtrhis'p 
And for the loſle of libertie,'ob 214 74 
and majdenhealianidhais: JD edith)} 302%! 
Ofher name SdreHis Scacthias * | 
this play at Chefle did call. m6” 01 190% 
And that this God inmemorie - * - =P 
the Laſle might longerhave, OUT, 
A Boxca Cheſle Hldesromnd: os 
vnto the erlche S110 971163 ons: 7. 
Andrtaughr cr cunnin inthoſamey. CASE 


to play the game by we; 7106) aol © 
Which after tothe 97; ——_— nt, 
this Lady did imparte <>: 'hit2: 2203Q 


Who _ their late poſteritio?3 10 vw 
to vie this kinde of play, «i: 2 Tos, thous: [ 
A gameofgreatantiquities\ 10 i. 11 m9ci3 05527 bi 
ſtill vſed atthis day. $112. 352195 g 21d; yon 
4 TON KAMA 07 11 | 
Fins. WB. £ 


e200 KL. 123501 5 3.34, \ 
Mow gaizlsq 99 72411 - 
bnA t I 


T Hu haut you here,as Fdo iſe, Wd 
The order of the game at 7 ſſe: 
With allthe precepts leſſe or more, 
eA's it was y/de in yeeres of yore: 
Which game the Gods did firſt invent, 
T opaſie the time in merriment: + 
eAnd that we mortall men on earth 
eM iphtimitate their heauenly mirth, 
eA ud drive all ſorrowes from the hart, 
Which now and then come ouerthwart, 
F thought it good toſet downe plaine 
Thr Came which Arcas did ordaime - 
Tobe a ſolaceto the Gods, 
IWhenas their hearts were farre at ods, 
Wherein if you do take delight, 
eAndYſe the ſame by day or night, 
T odriue away your ſorrowes pait: 
-  Thhall bepleaſedatthelaFl, 
Requeſling youwith all my hart, 
Totake my verſes ingoodpart; 
eAndtoremaine my louing friend, 
For thu time tha [make anend. © 
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